MAINTAINING OUR CHRISTIAN WALK
· Our Christian walk is not just a one-time decision to accept Jesus Christ as our Lord and Saviour.

· Rather our Christian walk is an ongoing relationship with Jesus Christ as we follow His plan for our life in His strength.

· It is not how we start our Christian walk that matters most but how we finish it that really counts. If we are committed to following God’s plan for our life our lives will bear much fruit.
· The Christian walk does not exempt us from going through trials and challenges from time to time, but Jesus promises to be with us each and every step of the way.

The Apostle Paul wrote,

“Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.” (2 Timothy 3:12) 
Jesus said to His disciples,

“…and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”            (Matthew 28:20)
· IN THE PARARABLE OF THE SOWER JESUS SHARED HOW MANY CHRISTIANS FALL AWAY IN TIMES OF TEMPTATION AND THAT MANY OTHER CHRISTIANS ALSO ALLOW THE CARES AND PLEASURES OF THIS WORLD TO MAKE THEIR CHRISTIAN WALK UNFRUITFUL. 

· IN THE GOSPEL OF LUKE WE READ WHAT JESUS SAID,

“Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God. Those by the wayside are the ones who hear; then the devil comes and takes away the word out of their hearts, lest they should believe and be saved. 

But the ones on the rock are those who, when they hear, receive the word with joy; and these have no root, who believe for a while and in time of temptation fall away.”

“Now the ones that fell among thorns are those who, when they have heard, go out and are choked with cares, riches, and pleasures of life, and bring no fruit to maturity.”

“But the ones that fell on the good ground are those who, having heard the word with a noble and good heart, keep it and bear fruit with patience.” (Luke 8:11-15)
· HERE WE SEE THAT ONLY ONE CATEGORY OF PEOPLE FULFIL GOD’S DESTINY AND PLAN FOR THEIR LIFE AND BEAR MUCH ETERNAL FRUIT IN THEIR LIVES
· The Apostle Paul also made it clear that we are all in a spiritual war, which greatly intensifies once we become a Believer. 

In the book of Ephesians the Apostle Paul wrote,
Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. Put on the whole armour of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. Therefore take up the whole armour of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.” (Ephesians 6:10-13)

· JESUS HIMSELF SAID THAT WE MUST BE READY FOR HIS RETURN AT ALL TIMES. GIVEN THE TIMES THAT WE ARE LIVING IN, HOW IMPORTANT IT IS THAT WE ARE WALKING IN A CLOSE RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS CHRIST
Jesus Himself said,
“But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, but My Father only. But as the days of Noah were, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be.”

“For as in the days before the flood, they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, and did not know until the flood came and took them all away, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be.”

“Then two men will be in the field: one will be taken and the other left. Two women will be grinding at the mill: one will be taken and the other left.”

“Watch therefore, for you do not know what hour your Lord is coming. But know this, that if the master of the house had known what hour the thief would come, he would have watched and not allowed his house to be broken into.”

“Therefore you also be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.” (Matthew 24:36-44)
Jesus also said,

“…Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will He really find faith on the earth?” (Luke 18:8) AND
“And because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow cold, But he who endures to the end shall be saved.”          (Matthew 24:12-13) 
· I NOW WANT TO SHARE SEVERAL KEYS THAT WILL HELP YOU TO MAINTAIN A STRONG WALK OF FAITH
1) The importance of having fellowship with other Believers and being planted in a local church
· Having fellowship with other Believers is a key to remaining strong in our faith

· In a world full of ungodly influences we need to be continually encouraged by other Christians to remain strong in our faith

In the book of Hebrews we read,
“Beware, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief in departing from the living God; but exhort one another daily, while it is called “Today,” lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin. For we have become partakers of Christ if we hold the beginning of our confidence steadfast to the end,” (Hebrews 3:12-14) 

ENCOURAGEMENT FROM OTHER BELIEVERS WITHIN THE CONTEXT OF A LOCAL CHURCH FELLOWSHIP IS CRUCIAL TO REMAINING STRONG IN OUR FAITH
“Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful.  And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.” (Hebrews 10:23-25)
· WHEN CONNECTED TO THE LIFE AND VISION OF A SPIRIT FILLED AND BIBLE BASED LOCAL CHURCH, OUR LIVES HAVE THE POTENTIAL TO BEAR MUCH FRUIT. As an individual we can achieve little but as a team we can achieve much. When we become connected to the vision of a local church our lives will bear much fruit as we work together with other believers.
· Every Believer has unique gifts and callings which are designed to be a blessing to the whole Body of Christ. 

· When we work together in unity we see the church making a great impact in the world. The Apostle Paul gave an analogy of the Body of Christ being like the human body and how every single believer had an important role in helping to see the whole Body of Christ functioning properly

The Apostle Paul wrote, “For as the body is one and has many members, but all the members of that one body, being many, are one body, so also is Christ. For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body - whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free - and have all been made to drink into one Spirit” (1 Corinthians 12:12-13)

WHEN CHRISTIANS WORK TOGETHER AS A TEAM THE CHURCH BEGINS TO GROW AND TO MAKE A GREAT IMPACT IN THE COMMUNITY

The Apostle Paul also wrote, “from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself IN LOVE.” (Ephesians 4:16)

· When connected to a local fellowship we will grow stronger in our faith.
· When part of a loving local church we will shine brightly in our walk with the Lord. When isolated from other Christians the devil will quickly begin to discourage us and sidetrack us from God’s best plan for our life
· An ember burns brightly when it is in the fire with other embers, but as soon as it is spat out it quickly begins to grow dim and die out

· When we are planted in a local church our lives will still bear fruit even in old age
“Those who are planted in the house of the Lord shall flourish in the courts of our God.  They shall still bear fruit in old age; they shall be fresh and flourishing.  (Psalm 92:13-14)
· Being connected with other mature believers helps us also to make wise choices in life

In the book of Proverbs we read,
“Without counsel, plans go awry, But in the multitude of counselors they are established.” (Proverbs 15:22)
· In a local church setting we have a sense of family and a sense of belonging, which is a key part of leading a fulfilled life.

· Being connected to other mature Christians gives us a sense of protection and healthy accountability to help us not to make wrong choices in life. The devil is constantly trying to take us away from God’s best for our life

In the book of Proverbs we read,

“Where there is no counsel, the people fall; But in the multitude of counselors there is safety.” (Proverbs 11:14)
The Apostle Peter wrote,

“Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.  Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are experienced by your brotherhood in the world.” (1 Peter 5:8-9)
· Being accountable and connected to other mature Christians who care for us will help us to avoid making many wrong choices in life

In the Book of Proverbs we read,

“Listen to counsel and receive instruction, That you may be wise in your latter days.” (Proverbs 19:20)
· Being a part of a loving local church fellowship also gives us a support network when we are going through challenges in life

· Part of the proof that we are walking in the light and that we are in fellowship with God is that we have fellowship with other believers.

· As we maintain Christian fellowship we are continually cleansed by the blood of Jesus as we live accountably before both man and God. 
“But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.” (1 John 1:7)
2) Building our life on the Word of God

· In this life we will ALL go through many challenges

· The Bible is full of wisdom for how to live life

· Building our lives on the promises of God and the wisdom contained in God’s Word will help us to remain strong during times of trials and challenges

· Jesus emphasized the importance of both being hearers and doers of the Word

“Therefore, whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock; and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock.

But everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand; and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it fell. And great was its fall.” (Matthew 7:24-27)
Jesus also said,

“…More than that, blessed are those who hear the word of God and keep it!” (Luke 11:28)
· Building our life on the Word of God is the key to experiencing God’s blessings in our life and in prospering in all that He has called us to do in life.
· WHEN WE CONTINUALLY BUILD OUR LIVES ON THE WORD OF GOD WE WILL NOT BE OVERWHELMED BY THE STORMS OF LIFE
· Before Joshua led the children of Israel into the Promised Land, the Lord emphasized to him the importance of meditating on the Word of God.
“This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it.  For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success.” (Joshua 1:8)
· The Psalmist also knew the importance of building our life on the Word of God. In Psalm 1 we read,
“Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor stands in the path of sinners, nor sits in the seat of the scornful; But his delight is in the law of the LORD, and in His law he meditates day and night. He shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that brings forth its fruit in its season, whose leaf also shall not wither; and whatever he does shall prosper.” (Psalm 1:1-3)
· The world is full of negativity and ungodly influences
· Many people are controlled by fear (Fear is False Evidence Appearing Real)
· FAITH is the opposite of fear
· The devil will tell you that you do not have a future
· GOD in His Word makes it clear that we all have a hope and a future in Him
· The devil will tell you that you cannot do things
· GOD in His Word makes it clear that we can do all things through Christ who strengthens us and that His strength is made perfect in our weakness
· WE MUST THEREFORE LEARN TO BUILD OUR LIVES ON THE PROMISES OF GOD CONTAINED IN HIS WORD
· As Believers we can appropriate all of the promises of God.  The Apostle Paul wrote,
“For all the promises of God in Him are Yes, and in Him Amen, to the glory of God through us.” (2 Corinthians 1:20)
· Meditating on the Word of God and speaking out the promises of God is a key to building up our faith. The Apostle Paul wrote,
“So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.” (Romans 10:17)

· RENEWING OUR MINDS WITH THE WORD OF GOD IS A GREAT KEY TO WALKING IN VICTORY AS A BELIEVER
· We need to learn to replace our negative thinking with Kingdom thinking.  WHO WE ARE IN CHRIST
· THE APOSTLE PAUL WROTE
“And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.” (Romans 12:2) AND

“For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ.”                  (2 Corinthians 10:4-5)

· AS CHRISTIANS WE CAN WALK IN VICTORY AS WE CONTINUALLY BUILD OUR LIVES ON THE PROMISES AND WISDOM CONTAINED IN GOD’S WORD

· God speaks to us through His Word when we are in need of wisdom and direction in life
· When we are still before the Lord and meditating on the Word of God, the Holy Spirit makes alive certain passages of Scripture which speak to us
· The Holy Spirit helps all believers to gain an understanding of the Word of God. 
The Apostle John wrote, “But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and you know all things.” (1 John 2:20) AND
“But the anointing which you have received from Him abides in you, and you do not need that anyone teach you; but as the same anointing teaches you concerning all things, and is true, and is not a lie, and just as it has taught you, you will abide in Him.”     (1 John 2:27)
· AS BELIEVERS WE CAN KNOW THAT GOD WILL SPEAK TO US CLEARLY THROUGH HIS WORD
IN THE PSALMS WE READ

“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.”          (Psalm 119:105)
“Direct my steps by Your word, And let no iniquity have dominion over me.” (Psalm 119:133)
· AS WE LEARN TO MEDITATE ON THE WORD OF GOD AND TO APPLY IT TO OUR LIVES WE BEGIN TO EXPERIENCE THE TRUE FREEDOM THAT CAN ONLY EVER BE FOUND IN CHRIST
Jesus said,

“If you abide in My word you are My disciples indeed.  And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” (John 8:31-32)
· Free from worry, and

· Secure in our relationship with Christ

· BUILDING OUR LIFE ON THE WORD OF GOD IS A KEY TO GROWING IN MATURITY AS A BELIEVER

“All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.” (2 Timothy 3:16-17)  
3) The importance of being led by the Holy Spirit and being continually filled with the Holy Spirit

· As Christians we need to learn to walk in the Spirit

· That we allow the Holy Spirit to change us

· That we choose not to react when rejected or unfairly treated

· That we choose to walk in love and forgiveness

· That we choose to be sensitive to the promptings of the Holy Spirit

· THE APOSTLE PAUL WROTE

“For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this: “You shall love your neighbour as yourself.” But if you bite and devour one another, beware lest you be consumed by one another!” (Galatians 5:14-15)
“I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh. For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and these are contrary to one another, so that you do not do the things that you wish. But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.”            (Galatians 5:16-18)


· God has a unique plan for each of our lives and it unfolds one day at a time.
· Being led by the Spirit is the key to seeing God’s plan for our life unfolding

· The devil will continually try and thwart God’s plans for our life by distracting and discouraging us.

The Apostle Peter wrote, “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.  Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are experienced by your brotherhood in the world.” (1 Peter 5:8-9)
· LIFE IS FULL OF CHOICES
· The decisions we make today will impact us tomorrow and in some cases for life

· How we need God’s wisdom and direction in life to remain on the narrow path that leads to life

Jesus Himself said, “The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy.  I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.”           (John 10:10)
· God promises to give us direction and wisdom when we seek Him and commit our ways to Him
In the book of James we read,

“If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him. “But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea driven and tossed by the wind. For let not that man suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord; he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.” (James 1:5-8) 

In the book of Proverbs we read,

“Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on your own understanding; In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths.” (Proverbs 3:5-6)

· IF WE CONTINUALLY ALLOW THE HOLY SPIRIT TO GUIDE AND DIRECT OUR LIVES ALL THAT GOD HAS PURPOSED AND DESTINED FOR OUR LIFE WILL COME TO PASS

· JESUS HIMSELF SAID
“However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come.” (John 16:13)
· BEING CONTINUALLY FILLED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT IS A KEY TO BEING EMPOWERED TO SHARE OUR FAITH WITH OTHERS 
In the book of Jude we read,

“But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life.” (Jude 20 and 21)
The Apostle Paul wrote,

“And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit,” (Ephesians 5:18)

· Being filled and empowered by the Holy Spirit is the key to living a life of fruitfulness and to being effective in ministry
· In the power of the Holy Spirit we can do far more things than we could ever imagine. The Apostle Paul wrote,

Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us.” (Ephesians 3:20)
· God’s strength is made perfect in our weakness. 
· The Apostle Paul continually relied on God’s strength in the ministry that God had called him to do. In his letter to the church in Corinth the Apostle Paul wrote,

“I was with you in weakness, in fear, and in much trembling.  And my speech and my preaching were not with persuasive words of human wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power.”  (1 Corinthians 2:3-4) 

· The Apostle Paul also wrote in relation to the thorn in his flesh (a messenger of Satan that buffeted him) which three times He asked the Lord to remove. In referring to this he said,

And He (the Lord) said to the apostle Paul, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in weakness.” (2 Corinthians 12:9)  
· JESUS HIMSELF WAS EMPOWERED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT IN HIS MINISTRY HERE ON EARTH
“how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power, who went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him.” (Acts 10:38)
· It is the now ascended Jesus who Baptizes Believers in the Holy Spirit. 
· John the Baptist talked about the greater Baptist to come when he was baptizing people in the River Jordan,

“I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance, but He who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.” (Matthew 3:11)
· Jesus Himself emphasized to His disciples the importance of being Baptized in the Holy Spirit after they had their Born Again experience.

· This happened on Resurrection Sunday when the disciples who had already confessed Jesus as their Lord now saw the resurrected Lord, thus satisfying the second requirement for New Testament Salvation. The Apostle Paul wrote in the book of Romans,

“If you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.” (Romans 10:9)
· IN JOHN 20:22 WE READ

“So Jesus said to them again, “Peace to you! As the Father has sent Me, I also send you.  And when He had said this, He breathed on them, and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit.” (John 20:21-22)
· HOWEVER AFTER THIS BORN AGAIN EXPERIENCE JESUS SAID THERE WAS STILL A GREATER AND FULLER EXPERIENCE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT TO COME

Jesus said to them, “Behold, I send the Promise of My Father upon you; but tarry in the city of Jerusalem until you are endued with power from on high.”  (Luke 24:49)
“For John truly baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” (Acts 1:5)

“But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” (Acts 1:8)

· THIS HAPPENED ON THE DAY OF PENTECOST

“When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting. Then there appeared to them divided tongues, as of fire, and one sat upon each of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.” (Acts 2:1-4)
· After this experience, the disciples who only weeks earlier had been arguing about who would be the greatest, and who had only recently been rebuked by the Lord for their unbelief and hardness of heart, all of a sudden became world changers. (Immediately after this experience Peter preached a sermon which saw 3000 people coming to faith in Christ.)
FUTURE TEACHINGS TO COME
4) Continually walking in love and forgiveness towards all others

5) Having an intimate walk with the Lord

6) Having a clear God given vision for your life

7) Choosing your friends wisely

8) Refusing to dwell on your past mistakes and hurts
9) Continually trusting in the faithfulness of our God (Having a childlike faith in the Lord)
